Learning English through Poems and Songs


Song Lyrics Reading and Writing

“I Remember It Well”
Learning Activity 1

Speaking

Discuss the following with your partner or group members.

1. In the song lyrics we are going to read, a man and woman who were in love many years ago meet and talk. Discuss with a partner what they might say.
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

2. How reliable do you think our memories are? Is the evidence given by eye-witnesses in courts always considered reliable? Do you think the characters in the song have a similar or different memory of their story?
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Learning Activity 2

Listening, Reading and Writing

Listen to the song “I Remember It Well” (available at http://www.youtube.com) and read its lyrics (available at http://lyricsplayground.com/alpha/songs/i/irememberitwell.shtml). Then answer the questions below.
1. What do the lyrics tell you about the following?
(a) When the characters met

(b) Where the story took place

(c) What the characters did

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

2. Does the content of the song in any way meet with your expectations?
_______________________________________________________________________________

3. Can you identify the accent of the man?

_______________________________________________________________________________
4. What would you say the tone of the song is?

_______________________________________________________________________________

5. Do the speakers rhyme with one another? Why do you think the writer made them rhyme/not rhyme?
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
6. The man seems to have a poor memory of the events. What may this tell us about him?
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

“Kung Fu Fightin’”
Learning Activity 1

Speaking and Reading
Work on the following with your partner or group members.

1. Discuss with a partner what you know about kung fu and its traditions. Think of some kung fu stars and films. What do you think is the image of kung fu among Westerners? List some of the words we use when talking about kung fu.

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

2. The following slang words, which are already rather dated, occur in the song:
cats: slang for people
funky: cool/fashionable
China men: an old-fashioned way of saying Chinese

Can you think of a few slang English words more commonly used today (e.g. “cool” meaning fashionable or excellent)?
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

3. The words about kung fu fighting in the left-hand column occur in the song. Match them with their meanings on the right.
	expert timing 
	· 
	
	· 
	top of the leg

	chop 
	· 
	
	· 
	a light jump

	hip 
	· 
	
	· 
	prepare to fight, refuse to leave

	skip 
	· 
	
	· 
	doing something at the right moment

	make a stand 
	· 
	
	· 
	moving from side to side

	swaying 
	· 
	
	· 
	a sharp downward hand movement


4. Now complete the following sentences with the words in the left-hand column.

(a) He really hurt his hand when he tried a karate ____________ on a brick.

(b) We will ________________ on this hill. We must not let the enemy pass.

(c) She is practising the hop, ___________ and jump.

(d) You need ____________________ to cook a steak as good as this.

(e) They could feel the building _____________ in the typhoon.

(f) He fell badly and hurt his ____________.

Learning Activity 2

Listening, Reading and Speaking

Listen to the song “Kung Fu Fightin’” (available at http://www.youtube.com) and read the song lyrics by Carl Douglas (available at http://www.tsrocks.com/c/carl_douglas_texts/kung_fu_fighting.html). Then answer the questions below.
1. What do you think the song is about?
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
2. In what ways does the music match the content of the song? You may think about the rhythm, pace or overall mood of the music.
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

3. Discuss with your partner or group members what image people of other countries may have of the Chinese. Do you think kung fu plays a part in this image?  If yes, which celebrities might have contributed to this image? How fair do you think the image is?
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
4. Finally, consider the way in which other Chinese (e.g. those in Taiwan or on the mainland) view the people of Hong Kong. How does this compare with the western view? Report your conclusions to the class.
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
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